
A  S P E C I A L  C R E S T  I N V E S T I G A T I O N

U S I N G  H I S T O R I C A L  E V I D E N C E

Rare colour photo of the first school
building on the new Hillcrest site in 1952.

THEN & NOW
BEROWRA PUBLIC SCHOOL

Our historians-in-residence Tia and Noa 
have been investigating Berowra Public 

School Then and Now.



1951
The approval for a new 
school site on Hillcrest Road 
followed a school boycott 
at the previous site in 1951 in 
response to overcrowding at 
the school.



1947
DAIRY FARM OWNED BY MR 
NICOLL ON HILLCREST ROAD IN 
1947. 5 YEARS LATER BEROWRA 
PUBLIC SCHOOL WOULD 
RELOCATE TO THIS SITE.

1952
NEW SCHOOL BUILDING (BELOW)
WITH FOUR CLASSROOMS AT THE 
NEW BEROWRA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
SITE ON HILLCREST ROAD IN 1952 
AT A COST OF £5412.

Aerial 
photographs 

are an excellent 
source of historical 

evidence.



1960

With the new school building behind them, Mr 
Garside stands with his 4/5/6 class in 1952. 

Mr Finlay and his composite 2/3 class in front of the new 
school building in 1952.

This photo shows evidence of extension 
work carried out in 1953. A second building 
on the left has been added.



The building today. The girl’s 
noticed that since the original 
photo was taken, one of the 
windows has been removed 
from this end, and an extra 
classroom was added at the far 
end.

The 1952 building from the air today. 

Noa and Tia using their iPad to compare 
Then and Now. The building on the left 

was added in 1957.


