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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
This week the Stage 3 team are heading to Canberra and the snow. 
What a wonderful experience for the students. A big thank you to all 
the teachers who are attending.  This is a busy few days away. We 
look forward to sharing some photos next week! 
 
Formative Assessment  
Over the last few weeks I have been sharing the way teachers assess 
students. Assessment is minute by minute and not always at the end 
of a unit of learning. It is important for teachers to know where the  
students are at and where to make changes in their teaching to  
differentiate for all students.  
There is still a place for “testing” if formative decision are made 
about the results. The graphic below is a wonderful synthesis of 
formative assessment.  
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Making use of results from national testing 

We look first at the skills, knowledge and understanding that the individual test items purport to be    

testing, and then examine the statistical data which summarises student performance. Identified trends 

in performance - for example, evidence that a significant number of students experience difficulty     

making inferences - can be used in a formative way to determine future teaching. 

 

Making formative use of classroom tests 

How much formative use can be made of a written test depends on the quality of the test design. Where 

a test makes a number of different and escalating cognitive demands of students, the information thus 

gained about student skills, knowledge and understanding will be more sophisticated. 

 

Preparing for a test by using Traffic Lights 

In this strategy teachers provide students with a list of the skills, knowledge and understandings the test 

will focus on, and students work through the list, identifying each aspect as follows: 

‘I can explain this aspect to someone else.’ (green light) 

‘I think I understand this aspect but I’d have difficulty explaining it to someone else.’ (amber light) 

‘I don’t understand this aspect.’ (red light) 

The resulting record gives students a focus for their revision. 

 

Writing the questions – or even the whole test 

 Asking students to design an appropriate question provides them and the teacher with an         

opportunity to evaluate their understanding of the skills, knowledge and understanding that are 

involved. 

 

 Designing the entire test (within provided guidelines which indicate the number and variety of 

question types) involves more learning than simply responding to a teacher-generated test. 

 

After the test 

After the test, there are many opportunities for a formative approach. 

Instead of simply handing back the marked tests to students and then going through the test to explain 

the required answers, teachers can use strategies which encourage further reinforcement and learning. 

 
Have a great week. 
 
 

Chantal Mamo 
BTeach BEd MA Creative Arts  
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125 Years at Berowra Public School  
 
Please email any old Berowra Public School  photos to 125yearsbps@gmail.com with a short description. We will 

use these photos for a presentation.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Mon 16—Wed 18 Sept Stage 3 Canberra Camp 

Thurs 19 September Uniform Shop open 3-3.45pm 

Tues 24 September 125th Anniversary Assemble from 10am 

Fri 27 September Footy Fever Mufti Day 
Last day of Term 3 

Mon 14 October All students and staff return to school for Term 4 

Wed 16—Fri 18 Oct Stage 2 Broken Bay camp 

Wed 16 October Area Athletics Carnival 

Thurs 17 October Uniform Shop open 3-3.45pm 

Tues 22 October Teacher’s Day 

Thurs 24 October KY & KP Teddy Bears picnic 

Mon 28-Tues 29 October Stage 2 Gibberagong incursion 

Thurs 31 October Grandparents Day 
Uniform Shop open 3-3.45pm 

Fri 1 November Kindergarten 2020 transition Part 1 

Fri 8 November Kindergarten 2020 transition Part 2 

Thurs 14 November Uniform Shop open 3-3.45pm 

Fri 15 November Kindergarten 2020 transition Part 3 

Mon 18 November Stage 2 History presentation incursion 

Fri 22 November BPS Disco—red and green 

Thurs 28 November MaDD Night 7pm 
Uniform Shop open 3-3.45pm 

Tues 3 December High School 2020 Orientation Day for Year 6 students 

Tues 10 December Stage 3 Surf Lifesaving excursion 

Wed 11 December Presentation Day 

Thurs 12 December Year 6 Farewell dinner 

Wed 18 December  Last day of Term for 2019 

MUFTI DAY 
When:  Friday 27th September 
What:  Wear your favourite team jersey with your Berowra Sport uniform (league, soccer, 

AFL, union, netball etc.) 
Donate:  $2.00 
Support:  Get ready for a weekend of sport finals. All money raised will go towards supporting 

the Year 6 farewell.  
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Thank you 1/2P for sharing your writing and learning adventures. 
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NOTES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 

Sent Out Subject Distribution Response before  

13/2 School Contribution K-6 ASAP 

13/3 Classroom Resources K-6 29/3 
OVERDUE 

1/5 Stage 2 Broken Bay excursion 
  Full payment required 

Yrs 3 & 4 12/9 
OVERDUE 

3/6 Stage 3 Canberra excursion 
  Full payment required 

Yrs 5 & 6 OVERDUE  
5/9 

31/7 Zone Athletics (backup date) 
Payment due 

Zone reps 6/9 
22/8 OVERDUE 

31/7 Term 3 Gymnastics Kindy 15/8/19 
OVERDUE 

4/9 Summer Tennis Yrs 3-6 26/9 

4/9 125th Anniversary  
sausage sizzle 

K-6 17/9 

4/9 Stage 2 Broken Bay camp  
Medical and what to pack 

Yrs 3&4 25/9 

4/9 KY & KP Teddy Bears Picnic 
(backup date) 

KY & KP 27/9 

‘Parent Online Payment’ (POP) is the  
departments preferred payment method. 

Don’t forget to send a permission form to the class teacher. 
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Disclaimer:    Advertisements placed in THE CREST 
do not reflect an endorsement or otherwise by 
Berowra Public School of that product or service.   
Information in the advertisement is entirely the re-
sponsibility of the advertiser.  

Hornsby Shire Council are pleased to support the great work of Streetwork, a local charity helping young 
people who may be at risk. 
 
Streetwork are currently hosting free BBQs every Tuesday afternoon from 3pm-5pm at Berowra Skate 
Park.  Please see their event details below: 
 
The team at StreetWork are providing a free BBQ for teenagers each Tuesday during the school term at the 
Berowra Skate Park. The initiative is an attempt to promote local youth services in the area and possibly en-
rol in StreetWork’s mentoring program assisting kids to stay in school, and to access mental health, drug 
counselling, legal and accommodation supports.  
Drop by to say hello and get yourself a free sausage sandwich or a cup of noodles in wet weather.  
For more information check them out on Instagram at streetworkaus or call Tom on 0473 578 273. 
 
Streetwork will be there for the remainder of Term 3:  Tuesday 17 September and Tuesday 24 September.   
We are hopeful that the service will also be available in Term 4 – more details to come. 
 
Kind regards, 
Sue Downing 
Community Development Officer | Library & Community Services | Hornsby Shire Council 
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